




Abstract of “An Indicator for the Measurement of Political Participation: The Case of Italy” 
In the modern globalized world, political participation is of paramount importance for balanced socio-
economic growth and for human development. The Indagine Multiscopo sulle famiglie, a survey by Italian 
public institutions (ISTAT and CNEL), provides a wide range of data to evaluate specific aspects of Italian 
life. This work uses a set of data from the Indagine to analyse political participation in Italy at a regional 
level, by means of a composite indicator using parametric (Pena’s distance) and non-parametric 
(Mazziotta–Pareto Index) techniques. We have obtained a ranking that shows the level of political 
participation in different territorial contexts. The aim is to analyse the relation between Italian regions and 
the political behaviour of their communities: political discussions, participation in political meetings and 
marches, voluntary activity or donations to political parties and so on. The ranking is not correlated to voter 
turnout. We can assume that the politically engaged minority are unable to convince and involve the rest. 
At the same time, these small groups do not alter the general mistrust in parties and, generally speaking, in 
politics, which is spreading across Italy and also Europe. 
